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Strategic Discipline: Adapting the Joint Force for a Decisive Decade


	BLUF: The 2022 NMS executes NDS priorities. Its theory of success is Strategic Discipline: ruthlessly calibrating effort between Campaigning (deterring now) and Building Warfighting Advantage (reducing future risk). It is a call to: “Adapt Now, or Lose Later.”


I. The Inflection Point
For the first time, the U.S. faces two major nuclear powers simultaneously:
Pacing Challenge (China/PRC): Primary strategic competitor modernizing its military to reshape the global order.
Acute Threat (Russia): Brutal invasion of Ukraine, cyber-attacks, and disinformation.
Persistent Threats: North Korea, Iran, and Violent Extremist Organizations (VEOs).
Central Military Problem: How to rapidly develop future advantage while deterring effectively today?
II. Strategic Approach
Integrated Deterrence: Synchronizes operations across domains, theaters, spectrums of conflict, and alliances. Backstopped by combat-credible forces and a robust nuclear deterrent.
Strategic Discipline: Continuous calibration of operations, activities, and investments between:
Campaigning: Sequencing day-to-day actions to deter, prevail in the “Gray-Zone,” and shape conditions.
Building Warfighting Advantage: Investing in leaders, concepts, and capabilities to secure future victory.
III. Joint Force Strategic Objectives & Supporting Tasks
	Strategic Objective
	Key Joint Force Supporting Tasks (1-10)

	1. Defend the U.S. Homeland
	Strengthen Homeland Defense: Modernize and integrate systems to protect our way of life against all-domain threats, prioritizing the PRC.

	2. Deter Strategic Attacks
	Enhance Deterrence & Reinforce Diplomacy: Develop capabilities that deter adversaries and provide leaders with credible options to interact from strength.

	3. Prevail in Conflict
	Prepare to Win & Leverage Campaigning: Ensure a properly trained/resourced force capable of defeating the PRC in the Indo-Pacific, then Russia in Europe.

	4. Modernize & Build Resilience
	Build Resilient Force & Integrate Capabilities Rapidly: Refocus concepts/resources, strengthen relationships with allies/partners, and rapidly adopt new technologies.


IV. Reference Document
Official Link: https://www.jcs.mil/Portals/36/NMS%202022%20_%20Signed.pdf 
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